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* . department of state 

THE DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH 


WAS H I N G TO N 


June 26, 1984 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Robert M. Gates 

Deputy Director for Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 

SUBJECT: Treatment of Foreign Students in Cuba 

In the attached memorandum, Elliott Abrams asks for a CIA 
study on the living conditions of foreign students in Cuba. 

The subject was briefly alluded to in the very useful DDI 
research paper of August 1983 entitled "The Cuban Educational 
Assistance Program: An Investment in the Third World," but few 
details were given. I suspect we may have a problem of 
inadequate source material, but I would appreciate anything you 
could do to provide Elliott Abrams with a fuller treatment of 
the subject. 




cx ") 


Hug h &oft£ qomer 


Attachment : 
as stated 


-grease 

DECL : OADR 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 


WASH INGTO N 


SECRET 


c( 

el 




June 14, 1984 


MEMORANDUM 


FROM: 


SUBJECT : 


INR - Mr . Hugh Montgomery 
HA - Elliott Abrams\/^ 

Alleged Slave Labor Conditions of Foreign Students 
m Cuba 


arp oj \£ oung P e °P le various African countries 

are in Cuba for the ostensible purpose of furthering their 
education. However, the allegation has been made that at 
least some of these young people have been lured to Cuba 
under false pretenses , and that they are being keot under 

letter 1 wh?r*h" L T 1 ° nS °f_ slaver y to d ° farm work. The enclosed 
h 1 ^ ecen Jly received from a Ghanaian exile 
organization makes that point very vividly. 

1 do not know how widespread this type of "educational 
exchange is between Cuba and Africa or other Third World 

to . what extent such forced labor conditions 
exist among foreign students in Cuba, if forced labor is 
involved, however, it definitely is a human rights violation 

Jnd public t measures^ at t0 end U through diplomatic ' 

In order for us to get an accurate picture of the liv-inn 

?£ T !:i ra MorXd students in Cuba, it wo£ld be Je™ 
if 1 ?^ xf the CI A could do a research paper on this subject 
emerge which indicate a serious and widespread 3 
practice of human rights violations, we will want to have a 

iE£"3S*2hr?* io ? o£ the paper in order to a 

issue with the foreign governments concerned or possiblv to 
use with the media. I would appreciate it very much if voS 
could arrange for such a research project to be undertaken. 

Enclosure : 

As Stated. 


SECRET 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00423R0001 00070026-0 


*, Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00423R0001 00070026-0 

iijrom ^or UWje liberation <J3i (gfjana pj^A) 


i IN PURSUIT 1 
> OF 
DEMOCRACY 


P.O. BOX 507 - CHURCH STREET STATION 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10008 


May 25 , 1984 


Mr. Elliot Abram 

Under Secretary of State for Human Rights 
United States State Department 
Washington, D.C. 


( 212 ) 365-4214 
( 212 ) 773-3749 


Dear Sir: 

The above-named organization consists of Ghanaian citizens resident in the 
testate area of Sew York, New Jersey and Connecticut. Its maTLZtive 

of deceZofi/ch^?. restcratlm ° f ^cracy. the rule of lew and a sense 
As you are undoubtedly aware, since December 21 iqri mm * 7 . , 

, r 

°Tfu>er of the Ghana Air Force - Flt-Lt . Jerry John Rawlings. 

The extent of persecution. , indiscriminate harassment s, arrests end do+on 
foTtJ^ ■hh^ tCm kxl } 1 ' ng . s this regime is simply unimaginable. However 

u s TdL' ^L 0 ^^ 071 ^ 3hes *>■**** to the attention!,/ the or esent 
U.S. Aarmnis tration. throuah uour office n J ^ ne P resen t 

affects the fnto JuZ+ • y \TzJ r J * a 77Jatter °f Grave concern that 
affects the fate of about six hundred Ghanaian children who are now in Cuba 

tZfr ’SSSUIr «" "** * eishteen - * ZfSttr 

However, it has now come to light that these children are beina used fnr> 
purposes other than educational . For examoZe ±hj<s n-nnsm* , ^ - £ 

copy oj a tetter written to a third party by one of 

stZZ To TL fir. I ■ ( J^ y ° f the same U heret ° attached for your 
study. To make for easier reading , a type-written copy has been added . > 

The UNITED FRONT views this as very crucial , .not only with regards to the 
future of these unfortunate children - who are heJr,n„ 0 ~j e * aras . , 

forcible attempts by the Rawlings junta to Cubanise Ghana so in * 

»Ub&&!?££ in **“ toot*** by a 

™ 7fZiTtZe% S in £ *?T\. 

l fiaht iif eS ‘ lf ee .° : ' thsm T°* re0entv n died Lite™ are alsfxmorts the 
sight died sometime last year). It is possible that, if action is not 

taken soon, mors of them will s-ueaumb %o the vigorous re^ZZJiof they 

..2 

MEMBER ORGANIZATION: QHANACONGRKC ncnc ‘ 

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00423R0001 00070026-0 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/17 : CIA-RDP89B00423R0001 00070026-0 


I am with much happiness to write you these few words of mine. 

^kI41**t**°* 4 a® now in Cuba,, and. I will tell you how. I got 

Ghana u wben a friend of my mother, came and told 
th ® a scholarship to Cuba and he wants me to go and '• 

learn there so he- made the arrangements and I was selected Thev 
made. an exam also and I passed. sexecrea. They 

We left Ghana on the 2^th of August, for Cuba. On our journey we 

is planned-* so they've got°Leoifi| h ??m» > '-i 1 Say 1? C “ ba eve rything 
if you go to the nurse? thl “u Vll (it.T I* V bus ? s and als0 
come in the afternoon ( 6 ) be caused ~ £ i£f d f'2 neanin S you should 

are dead. Mr. . . . . . r?ght now th? f ft?a^n^ SS thPee 0f our stddents 

first. - -- — — - - . — — .“ ne _§iwawion is more worser than the 


(7) When— X came X "was having mahv thi n -*« vVT * ZC. * A ' v r ••••••••«•..«• 

some because we didn't expect' them' to hf ?£? the ‘£ubans has stolen 
lise. They've stolen som^of W' L d t thieves ; now we've rea- 
I brought 9 trousers,’ 9 T-shirts* aSdVshirt* 1 Was comlng > 

stoled 6-.of. the trousers,- 7 T-shirts and i' the Cubans 

as I am writtipg this letter I've shlrt and m y shoe also. Mr... 

Mr.... when we were In 7 ?'° P - er dress to wear * 

are not going to work but^Sn^ SS“ ^tlarted to^eed *8* We 
nowaday s. we’ re- been’ forced : tb-wAAd- VT* suarted-.to weed. Mr.... 

35 trees and the grass are very hard^to cut’ °5L & r011 tu*** be 

a -law that if -you don't en-hn ^ the y also made 

they said some students have. be^dodgin^fLS 01 ^ ^ that day because 

— — • — ^ r -rri :v. .VTTTitftr 
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